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This answer achieves 3/4. In terms of knowledge

there is one mark for lower opportunity cost and

one for a reference to specialisation. There is then

one further mark for the diagram.
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Question 1 (b) 



Question 2 (b) 

This question specifically asks candidates to draw a diagram. There is no need for candidates to

write any explanation to go along with their diagram. When drawing diagrams candidates should

always double-check that the lines and axes are correctly labelled. In this question half of the marks

are awarded for this.

This diagram is correctly labelled. It also shows the

shift in the correct direction and illustrates the

impact on the price level and real output.

Therefore this answer achieves full marks.
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Question 3 (a) 

This question should be a standard calculation task. Candidates simply need to calculate the

percentage change using the data provided. The main mistake candidates made was not correctly

working out that the change in the current account from -200 to -800 is 600.
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This candidate has the correct answer of 300% and

hence achieves full marks.
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This answer correctly explains the term in terms of

the four parts of the current account and therefore

achieves full marks.
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Question 3 (b) 



This answer includes a relevant reason – Brexit and

the resultant fall in confidence. The candidate has

also explained their reason, discussing the

resultant expansionary policies that would be

needed as a result.
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Question 4 (a) 



Question 4 (b) 

In this question the marks are split into one mark for knowledge and one for application. The

knowledge mark is for explaining that the national debt would increase and the analysis mark is for

explaining why it would increase.

This answer achieves full marks. One mark for

saying that the national debt will 'get bigger'. The

second mark for explaining that the government

will have to 'finance their spending' etc.

Ensure you read the question carefully. Here the

question is specifically asking what the impact will

be on the UK national debt, not the economy in

general.
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Question 5 (a) 

There are two marks for this question, one for knowledge and one for identifying a likely reason.

The second analysis mark is for linked development – justifying the reason.

This answer achieves full marks – one knowledge

mark for interest rates decrease. Then the analysis

mark for the rest of this sentence in the

candidate's answer.
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Question 5 (c) 

This answer is actually very straightforward but it seems that many candidates did not correctly

understand the data they had been presented with before starting to answer the question. The

data is already presented as percentage change, as it says clearly in the title. Therefore candidates

simply needed to add 4 to 100 to get the answer of 104.

18     GCE Economics A 9EC0 02

This candidate has the correct answer of 104 and

as such achieves the full two marks.

Ensure you understand what index numbers are

and that you can calculate them.



Question 6 (a) 

In this answer there are two marks for knowledge, two for application, and one for analysis.

Candidates were generally better at explaining absolute poverty than relative poverty. Many

candidates achieved 4/5 as they did not offer anything that earnt the analysis mark.
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This answer achieves a total of 4/5. In the first

paragraph the candidate gains one knowledge

mark for defining absolute poverty and two

application marks for $1.90 a day at PPP. In the

second paragraph they explain the idea of relative

poverty.
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Question 6 (b) 



This is an excellent answer to this question. Two

distinct policies are discussed – opening up to

trade and the landlocked state of many Sub-

Saharan African countries. Both policies are also

evaluated effectively.

Remember the allocation of marks for these

8-mark 'examine' questions will be consistent – 2

marks for each of knowledge, application, analysis,

and evaluation.
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Question 6 (c) 



This is a good answer to this question that

suggests two relevant policies – welfare payments

and minimum wages. The candidate is a bit

confused between income and wealth and it is not

a perfect answer, but it does achieve a mark of

9/12 in total.
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Question 6 (d) 
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This is a clear and well-written answer to the

question which addresses the key elements of it,

especially on the KAA side, for example looking at

different jobs and their differing pay rates. The

evaluation is, unfortunately, a little bit on the brief

side. Overall this is a very good answer and it

achieves 8/10 in total.
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Question 6 (e) 



This is a well-written answer to this question,

particularly in terms of the KAA where there are

two good points. The first one focuses on the role

of banks in terms of savings and investment and

the second on foreign exchange. These are also

evaluated, although this isn't quite as good as the

KAA points. Therefore, overall this answer achieves

Level 3 KAA and Level 2 evaluation.
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Question 7 
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This is a good, solid answer to the question which

presents clear effects on the economy of the

increase in government expenditure and does an

equally good job of evaluating them. Overall this

answer achieves top Level 3 for KAA and top Level

2 for evaluation. It is just slightly lacking the depth

and context to reach the very top levels but

nonetheless is a good answer.
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Question 8 



58     GCE Economics A 9EC0 02



GCE Economics A 9EC0 02     59



This is a high-quality answer to this question that

achieves top levels on both KAA and evaluation.

The candidate starts with an explanation of the

impact on AD, via imports and exports. This is

clearly explained both in words and a diagram. It is

also convincingly evaluated regarding the elasticity

of demand for imports and exports. The answer

continues well, discussing in detail other impacts.

What is also good here is the candidate has

included some context in their answer, for

example declining power of trade unions and the

ongoing uncertainty in the UK's Brexit

negotiations. This was used to particularly good

effect at the end of the candidates' answer in their

judgement.
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